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[Music] welcome to jfk facts podcast which features news analysis and discussion of issues relevant to the 
study of president kennedy's assassination my name is alan dale courtesy of the founder and editor of jfk 
facts jefferson morley today's program offers a special opportunity and privilege our guest is a most 
uncommon scholar an independent investigator of the truth with an unbiased instinct for what is important 
and what is not in the details of president kennedy's assassination he is regarded within the assassination 
research community as an esteemed authority on the internal systems and management authorities of the 
cold war's competing intelligence agencies and his examinations and understanding of the jfk records held at 
the national archives and records administration in college park maryland may be unrivaled and 
unprecedented within our community he is the 1998 recipient of jfk lancers new frontier award in appreciation 
for his contribution of new evidence in furthering the study of the assassination of president kennedy and he 
is the focal point of the recently published book the devil is in the details alan dale with malcolm blunt on the 
assassination of president kennedy it's my pleasure to introduce the inimitable malcolm blunt to jfk facts 
thank you for being with us yeah good to be here at this point good to be anywhere right correct that's right 
because it's been an awfully strange couple of years that's for sure um one of the things that uh that is in 
evidence within the pages of the book the devil is in the details 
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is in the details which uh consists primarily of uh 10 transcribed conversations which we shared during a 
period between i think 2014 and 2018 or 2019 we continued to add little bits and pieces one of the things 
that's in evidence is that a real effort to understand the interior the architecture the bureaucracy of the cia 
during the cold war uh is not something that should be undertaken by the faint of heart because there are 
things that make sense and there are things that are counterintuitive and more than anything else there is 
compartmentation compartmentalization there are so many different divisions so many different staffs and in 
a culture of separation where literally a person can be working within the same division but at a different desk 


and have no idea what the people around them are working on uh will you give me a little bit of a sense of 
the process by which you first recognized how complex and unique the interior of the agency was during the 
period which is the focus of our attention i think it was uh you know it happened over quite a long period for 
me i mean there were unique moments i think one of the moments that and we've referred to it before was 
actually sitting down with pete bagley and talking about um the structure of the soviet russia division and 
then he actually told me that about we were talking about sr9 and um he was in russia counter intelligence as 
you know and he he said to me that they just didn't 
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he said to me that they just didn't encounter intelligence they just didn't know what was going on in sr line it 
was so screened off it was so compartmentalized that and i think he added nobody knew what they were 
doing so i mean by nobody one one could even stretch that out to angleton so they were so screened off 
because the you know the soviet internal operations was such a you know that's a special thing within the 
agency within the soviet division and included the sort of construction a necessary construct to 
accommodate uh an entire new category within the agency which pertained to soviet defectors such as uh 
you know pieter popov is the first big name really that comes to mind uh you might we should clarify that pete 
bagley tenant pete bagley was a career cia officer very distinguished career cia officer extraordinary mind he 
ultimately was on a trajectory where he became the chief of counterintelligence of the soviet russia division 
which means that his immediate superior was james angleton who was chief of counter intelligence and it's 
the obvious figure that we're very interested in well i mean i think is his superior within the soviet russia 
division i mean we're talking about the soviet russia division yes and that was at that time when we're talking 
about when pete bagley was counterintelligence chief the chief of the soviet russia division was dave murphy 
dave murphy right and was lynn mccoy also in soviet russia uh yeah he was uh a reports and requirement 
officer within the soviet russia division yeah 
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russia division yeah yeah so those are soviet when we talk about reports and requirements obviously these 
are the people who see the most sensitive material they see it all and yet and that again is a very 
compartmentalized part of cia so requirements yeah when we skip ahead to your it's one of your notable 
experiences which we've documented elsewhere in conversation with your friend pete bagley at his uh 
apartment in brussels belgium uh in the early 2000s uh one of the things that i'm always been curious and 
have never been clear in my own thinking you had chosen to bring documents to share with him released 
documents which came as a big surprise to him he was either chagrined or disgusted or something because 
he didn't he mutter after looking at one batch of materials he kept putting his glasses on taking him off and 
shaking his head and he literally said under his breath and they call us a secret agency that was a separate 
time yeah that was at a separate time but with regard to the process of getting to presenting to mr bagley the 
materials relevant to the subversion of the internal system by which materials pertaining to the oswald 
defection sequence in early november of 1959 the defection event takes place on october 31st of 59 
generates a great deal of material from the state department and elsewhere which instead of going through 
the normal trajectory is delivered by the office of mail logistics to a component within the office of security 
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security where it is sort of sequestered which is not uh a normal trajectory and so you decided to bring that 
material with you that defined exactly what it is to which i just referred and you wanted to get pete's pit pete's 
educated eyes on this and and for him to tell you you know to give you a sense of his reaction to this my 
question is how did you know that he actually had never seen any of this material well he was totally uh i 
mean i think that that was always a constant whenever i used to go i used to obviously take documents lots 
of stuff you know i was i was at the national archives i was doing lots of stuff i had lots and lots yeah other 
material and [Music] really that's that's that's when he that's when he made that comment about uh about 
you know and we're supposed to be a secret organization oh yeah because his mindset was way back you 


know his mindset was back then so to see all this stuff including like uh cover sheets he signed off on him 
was extraordinary absolutely extraordinary yeah and he was not too thrilled about it he actually no no no not 
really no no no i mean obviously very pleased to get some of the novenka material which he hadn't seen 
that's right the reason being that we should clarify two things very briefly yurinosenko is uh arguably the most 
consequential uh soviet defector in place uh of the 1960s because his bona fides literally um it distressed the 
fabric of the interior of the agency like no no nothing that had ever 
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like no no nothing that had ever penetrated this was a figure uh who approached he was a soviet intelligence 
officer he approached of all people pete bagley uh in 1962 pete bagley became his case officer and the 
simple version that we think we understand is that mr nosenko claimed to uh cia officer uh tenant pete 
bagley that he had gotten into trouble with a girl and he needed some money i think it was a very modest 
amount of money even by 1962 standards 250 dollars and that for 250 bucks he could provide some relevant 
intelligence and and begin uh a very consequential relationship with the agency he stays in the soviet union 
he's married he has kids pete bagley is dealing with him on a periodic basis after november 22 1963 
something important changes and uh nosanko finds his way to the united states where he is then subjected 
to very harsh interrogations uh restrictions imprisonment and arguably sort of torturous conditions uh while 
the agency evaluates his legitimacy and then what but not initially no not initially when he first came over it 
was the out of town out on the town and vacation period yeah so it was only uh after two months or three 
months and then he was put into a safe house in the in the washington dc area same basement no that was 
later oh really yeah yeah he was put into one and then he moved to another one he moved to a purpose-built 
as we Call ita bank vault yeah you know oh yeah 
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oh yeah so that's the period that i'm referring to and maybe it would be helpful if we if we just described what 
was his message that he brought from soviet intelligence to his american counterpart uh the message was 
basically that they had nothing to do with oswald they didn't touch him with a barge pole and um you know 
he was an embarrassment to them and they they just uh what they tried what they tried to do was uh just 
reset them in the country and humor him really that he wasn't um he wasn't someone that they i thought 
could uh or the kgb thought could be of any use of them so basically no urinosenko's message to the united 
states to the cia is hey we didn't have anything whatsoever to do with this alleged assassin of president 
kennedy and he found among his you know counterparts a great number of people certain people in 
particular who very much liked to hear that message it's a good message you know if you wanted to you 
know close the investigation of uh the assassination of the president that's a very very interesting area i 
suspect that people with a casual or other interest in the jfk story have probably wondered what why is there 
so much focus on people that they've never heard of like you're in osenko or peter papa or the shadron case 
his real name was nikolai what was his last name started with an a yeah and the reason is because there is 
uh a great deal about the interior of the cia that is not one thing it's a whole 
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that is not one thing it's a whole bunch of things it's uh multifaceted and some of this some of these issues 
pertaining to these soviet defectors and in particular peter popov's uh claim that the soviet authorities had full 
technical details on the u2 and um yuri nosenkos claimed that the soviet union had no interest beyond the 
minimal routine interest in lee oswald you have to recognize the mirror image of what we've been told about 
the agencies the agency's attitude about lee oswald in a post-assassination world we had only a routine 
interest in it and nothing of particular significance in other words you've got a balancing act a mirrored 
choreography where the cia and the kgb are for the first time in history so far as i'm aware having a 
gentleman's agreement because what we know now that is unambiguous that is clearly defined and provable 
within the documentary records uh that i j decanter stuff from uh you know a trusted soviet or minsk kgb 
source all of the stuff that you focus so much of your life trying to identify and to understand in a place in 


appropriate context what the reason we're focused on these russian guys and and their cia benefactors or 
adversaries is because what it it appears to be a case that for the first time in history the kgb and the cia had 
a mutual interest in supporting each other kgb says to cia we didn't have anything to do with oswald we 
weren't interested in him he and he seemed kind of strange and we had no nothing really to do with him at 
which point the cia says well that's exactly how we feel and then they shake hands is that right 
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and then they shake hands is that right yeah that's why it's important because in each of those two cases 
what we know now that we didn't know then is that they were lying but it's all summed up so well by urinary 
senko himself what did he say we did not speak to him he was not normal right we didn't speak to him he 
was not normal yeah what a strange and improbable arrangement that emerged between the cia and the kgb 
the only problem was there was a guy inside the uh counterintelligence special investigations group chief of 
counterintelligence james angleton who never bought for one moment that yurinosenko could be authentic 
and that his message could be true instead it initiated what what i think you've placed in terms of a really 
devastating period of disruption of fracturing especially of the soviet russia division where people who were 
career intelligence officers their careers were destroyed because of angleton's suspicion that there was 
indeed a mole and that he was going to do everything that he was capable of doing to expose the mole but 
the irony here of course from our perspective in this moment is maybe he was looking in the wrong place 
yeah i mean it's ironic in a sense we've talked about this maybe before that one of the things pete bagley just 
blurted out one day was the fact that um howard hunt set up a desk in the soviet russia division in in 1962 
what on earth is he doing in the soviet russia division when he's a spanish-speaking 
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division when he's a spanish-speaking you know western hemisphere guy what on earth is howard hunt 
doing there well you know we've talked about going to different files different places and in different things 
which connect way over on the other side in a totally different place but in howard hunt's e howard hunts 
hsca subject file foi subject file there are a few pages and they're really interesting pages because they they 
talk about um cia personal uh personnel files and security files being dished out to the fbi by no less than 
bruce soley oh really how helpful very very good and um but the the follow-on document to that one page 
and they're specifying a person in these documents is presented by a person a soviet division officer called 
peter carlo and the following pages have hunt he's obviously under observation or carlos under observation 
yeah and at parties being given by um being given by the carlos howard hunt and wife appear now i'm not 
saying that's a coincidence you've got carlos their investigation and hunts shows up in the soviet division and 
then he's at parties whether one of the main suspect moles is actually entertaining people i don't you know i 
that's that seems more like a trail 
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that's that seems more like a trail a trail of an investigation an internal plant an internal investigation yeah but 
of course angleton denies up and down a new hunt every new hunt yeah well he denied lots of things but 
when they did when the fbi did a background check for the white house for his employment at the white 
house they talked to a guy called george murphy who worked he was a former ci guy and he worked for the 
atomic energy commission when they interviewed him and they they asked him about hunt howard hunt and 
um george murphy said uh well uh when he worked when he was at the cia he worked for uh quote unquote 
john angleton he doesn't call him james angles and he calls him john angleton i thought i thought apart from 
the slip with the christian name yeah there you go i mean it's interesting that uh hunt set up a desk in the 
soviet division in 62. yeah that's pretty interesting you know uh dr newman has been very focused right now 
for volume four in his continuing work on president kennedy's life his spirit of public service and the and his 
death the meaning and consequences of his death um he's been focused uh on the third term of franklin 


roosevelt uh world war ii era uh explosion of intelligence activities un oss and uh component intelligence 
component called x2 which angleton seemed to head this is during the period where alan dulles is uh oss 
chief of station in burns switzerland when he's cavorting you know with all kinds of intelligence 
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intelligence elements from the vatican and from the ss and all kinds of interesting people and places and 
things and uh i think that one of the things that is not well understood which i think you understand british 
intelligence played a very influential role in the origins of the cia the relationship between the oss and british 
intelligence was intimate and ultimately not only kim philby as a figure of consequence as a soviet agent uh 
who was a senior british intelligence officer with a close personal relationship to james angleton but also a 
man named george blake i never hear anybody talk about george blake and the importance of who he was 
where he was what he did and how that might be very important in terms of analyzing oswald's defection and 
the soviet reaction uh could we talk a little bit about george blake george blake obviously was a high ranking 
uh he wasn't a high ranking he was a senior mi6 staffer senior mi6 agent you know during the during the 50s 
and he gave the kgb the crown jewels with the details on the burling tunnel and also he gave up the british 
and american tourist agent program program the tourist agent program what is that that was the uh in cia 
terms sr-10 was where they used legal travelers to go to the soviet union and spy report and to take pictures 
of of cranes construction cranes and all kinds of every kind of thing including an awful lot that we would 
almost overlook as being innocuous but the agency was interested in in absorbing 


00:24:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=v7SZnXFnBOQ&t=1441s 





agency was interested in in absorbing absolutely as much detail as possible about every aspect of soviet life 
and well that was human intelligence so they had to get it where they could so in 1959 someone who is a 
senior uh british intelligence officer is working for the kgb and he reports to his kgb handlers all of the 
information that would be relevant to assessing figures like robert webster and lee oswald who show up 
within uh two weeks of each other and claim that they wish to live in the soviet union right right right and um 
in other words maybe the soviet authorities had been recently informed about something that's a big deal the 
result of which is they would be on guard against penetrations of the kind that might be in evidence when a 
young former marine with special technical training in radar stuff from atsugi shows up and offers to share 
whatever the antennas would be up as soon as um you know petroleum webster and oswald appeared for 
sure absolutely yeah that's quite something isn't it well thank you for allowing us to do this always grateful to 
you we'd like to thank all of you for listening we invite you to join us at jfkfax.org where you will find updates 
on jfk related news with the goal of dispelling confusion and establishing an accurate historical record of the 
jfk story thank you for being with us [Music] 
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[Music] so [Music] so [Music] um [Music] you 
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